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• No meetings of the Subcommittee were 
held during the last 2 quarters of FY 2008

• Activities reported concern uranium and 
water TENORM
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• Uranium:

– As of September 22, spot market price of 
uranium had dropped to $58/lb, though some 
long term contracts were up to $80 

– NRC draft GEIS on ISL uranium milling 
facilities released for public comment 7/08

– NRC proposed uranium ISL groundwater 
protection rule in development

– EPA preparing to review uranium CAA 
implementing regulations 40 CFR 61, Subpart 
W for active tailings impoundments; UMTRCA 
implementing radiation and environmental 
protection regulations 40 CFR 192
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• Uranium
– EPA, DOE, NRC, Indian Health Service, and 

Bureau of Indian Affairs developed joint 
program to assist Navajo Nation on health 
and environmental issues related to 
uranium hazards on their Tribal lands. Five 
year plan issued June 2008   
http://oversight.house.gov/documents/200 
80616090759.pdf

http://oversight.house.gov/documents/20080616090759.pdf
http://oversight.house.gov/documents/20080616090759.pdf
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• Uranium cont.

– Navajo Uranium Contamination Stakeholder 
Workshop held in Gallup, NM  Aug. 13, 2008

– Discussions on five year plan implementation, 
attended by ~150 people, Tribal, Federal, State 
agency personnel, members of public

• Contaminated water wells
• Church Rock site cleanup
• Tuba City offsite disposal area cleanup
• Contaminated homes identification/cleanup
• Remediation of abandoned uranium mines
• Health assessments of Navajo Tribal members
• Mills and mining permits
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• Uranium cont.
– Navajo contaminated wells project:
– EPA, Navajo EPA, CDC sampling and 

identification of uranium/radium/metals 
contaminated wells

– Posting of signs at contaminated wells
– Outreach effort to advise Navajo citizens 

not to use water from contaminated 
sources of water
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• Drinking water treatment plants processing 

source water with radium/uranium
– EPA issuance of radiation health and safety 

brochure for water plant employees
– Conference papers on EPA radiation survey 

results given in 2008
– Demonstration grant for community water system 

expected to be competed 2008
– Radiation health and safety training for Navajo 

community water systems personnel in 2009
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• Upcoming meetings:
• IAEA EMRAS II, organizational meeting, 

January 19-23, 2009   Vienna, Austria
• Keystone Global Uranium Symposium, May 

9-13, 2009   Keystone, CO
• IAEA Symposium on Uranium Material for 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle: Exploration, Mining, 
Production, Supply and Demand, Economics 
and Environmental Issues June 22-26, 2009 
Vienna, Austria
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